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2022 Annual Meeting

Aloha It’s been too long

Charlie Blanchard

continued on page 6

2021 Board of Governors  
Meeting

Virtual meeting
October 15, 2021

We are thrilled to be 
able to say these words: 
Join us, in person, at our 
2022 annual meeting 
in the beautiful state 
of Hawaii. You do 
not want to miss this 
opportunity to gather 
at the Four Seasons 
at Maui, in Wailea, for 
great food, professional 
fellowship and fun. As 
always, we will have   
engaging  speakers and 
programming weaved  
througout our regular 
meetings. Mark your 
calendars for March 
6-11, 2022. To register, 
check our website for 
a link soon.  We look 
forward to the reunion.  
It’s been too long. 

Charles Fuller 
Blanchard, president 
of the International 
Society of Barristers 
in 1994, was a lion 
of the bar and an 
inspiration and friend 
to thousands of 
individuals around the 
globe. Charlie was 
a man of kindness, 
compassion, intelligence and generosity who made 
each person feel valued and special. And he was 
also a man with nine lives whose first obituary was 
written 17 years ago while he lay in a coma from 
which doctors said he would not recover. Yet Charlie 
surprised everyone by simply waking up, phoning 
his law partner, and soon resuming his active law 
practice, family life, philanthropic ventures and tennis.
 

Charlie Blanchard and John Reed
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Protecting privacy when technology can read our minds

How many of you have ever heard 
the old adage don’t ever put 
anything in writing that you don’t 
want to see on the front page of 

the “New York Times?” Most of us, right? 
So what if I were to tell you that I think 
that advice is outdated? That actually 
you shouldn’t even think anything that 
you don’t want to see on the front page of 
the “New York Times.” Believe it or not, I 
believe that future is nearly upon us. ...

Consider this, the average person thinks 
thousands of thoughts each day. As a 

thought takes form, like a math calculation,  
a number, a word, neurons are interacting 
in the brain creating miniscule electrical 
discharges. When you have a dominant 
mental state like relaxation, hundreds 
and thousands of neurons are firing in 
the brain creating concurrent electrical 
discharges in characteristic patterns that 
could be measured with electroenography 
or EEG. ...Different devices can help us to 
gain access to our own brain activity, the 
black box of what’s happening in your 
brain, and they’re being reported back to 
us either through an interpretive tool using 
artificial intelligence or even in the raw 
form so that you can start to know what 
your alpha, beta, gamma or delta waves 
look like. In fact, companies are marketing 
devices... and encouraging people to access 
their own brain activity much the same 
way they would monitor things like the 
number of steps they’ve taken each day ... 

. . . 

Already using brain computer interface 
devices, people can do things like 

operate a videogame just with thought 
alone. I could wear one of these devices 
and instead of using a clicker to go left 
or right, I could think left and right and 
move my character across the screen. I can 
do things like operate a vehicle. In fact, 
Nissan has invested heavily in figuring 
out whether or not there might be better 
ways to use brain computer interface to 
improve driving and to figure out when 
is it appropriate to go into autonomous 
vehicle mode because the driver is 
incapacitated either because of drowsiness 
or drunkenness .,, You can also do things 
like operate a robotic arm. This has been 
a tremendous advance forpeople who are 
paraplegic for example. ... You can also 
start to do things like have much more 
precise neurofeedback. So what
neurofeedback is, it’s just like other kinds 
of biofeedback. It allows you to change 
your brain activity by visualizing and 
seeing it. This is actually a very powerful 
tool for things like ADHD.

. . . 

Other applications are a little scarier. 
You can start to do things like operate 

a drone with your brain and the military is 
really interested in the fact that you could 
actually operate a swarm of drones just by 
wearing a simple headset. You could also 
modulate pain. It turns out that using
some of these devices could allow you to 
change your pain receptors in your brain 
and use neurofeedback to sort of limit 
the amount of chronic pain that you’re 
experiencing. .. But it gets still more 
extraordinary if you start to look at some 
of the other types of technologies besides 
just consumer-based EEG. While nobody 
can claim today that EEG can reliably 
decode anything close to complex thought,
there’s already other neuro technologies 
like functional magnetic residence imaging 
which enables researchers to decode 
complex visual imagery that’s being seen, 
imagined, dreamed or to decode with 
increasing accuracy the stories or speech 
that people are listening to or
subvocalizing.

. . . 

This raises the 
question of do 

you have a right 
to access this 
information? If we
start just by 
thinking about 
individuals, forget 
about companies 
and governments 
who have access to 
this information, 
neuro technology is now giving us a 
front row seat to the inner workings of 
our own brains. We can see whether or 
not we’re relaxed or stressed, attentive 
or meditating. We can discover if we’re 
predisposed to be republicans or 
democrats, to be deep sleepers or light 
ones, whether we’re in love or just in 
lust with another person. We can learn 
how we process things like risk and 
reward, whether we’re spendthrifts and 
tightwads and so much more. Like all 
personal tracker devices, we can monitor 
our changes in our brain over time such 
as if we’re starting to see a slowing down 
of neuro activity which might suggest 
something like dementia or cognitive 
decline. How can we think about self 
access to the brain? Traditionally this kind 
of information was only given to a certain 
intermediary. You could only access health 
information or the inner workings of your 
own body if you went to a doctor’s office 
but increasingly there’s a movement afoot
whether it’s through the quantitative 

tracking devices that people are using 
every day to this much more sophisticated 
device which gives you information about 
the black box of the brain. You could only 
access it before by thinking about it and 
contemplating what was in the brain, 
never seeing it itself and changing it itself. 
It raises this question of should you have 
direct access to that information? Should 
it go through an intermediary, somebody 
who has to interpret it for you? Is there a 
right to self-access? If there is, is there a 
corollary right to be able to do far more 
than just access your brain? Can you 
change it as well? I’m sure everybody 
here is familiar with the debate over the 
legitimacy of self-enhancement in
competitive sports ... In the sports arena 
it’s perfectly reasonable for society 
to decide that competitive sports are 
a celebration of raw talents and that 
enhanced talent isn’t something
that we really want to watch or participate 
or buy tickets for. But is the same reason 
really appropriate when you’re thinking 
about enhancing our own brains?

 . . . 

Is it cheating if a student takes some 
of these drugs in order to remember 

something that requires memorization 
for a test? Is it cheating if somebody takes 
memory enhancing drugs and they go and 
they play in a chess tournament
where knowing all of the different 
combinations could give them a significant 
advantage? These are complicated 
questions that the new age of neuro 
technology requires us to be able to 
address which is, do performance 
enhancing drugs create complications for 
the rules we already have and that already 
exist? 

. . .

Even as customers giving corporations 
access to our brains may be the key to 

unlocking services and to gaining access 
to their goods and their services. Consider 
Ikea’s recent campaign that you might 
thing is merely a gimmick but as I see it, 
it foretells a future in which the only way 
to gain access to employment, to products 
and to services will be to give corporations 
access to our brains. ... So how do we 
balance the interest of society against the 
interest of individuals? ...

Nita Farahany has a JD, MA and PhD 
from Duke University, where she is a 
professor of law and philosophy. This is 
an excerpt from the Q&A at the virtual 
annual meeting in April. 

Nita Farahany
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A friend in need

Baradat, Daniel
Bartimus, James
Bell, John C.
Beskind, Donald H.
Brubaker, Alan
Bruckner, Stephen M.
Caputo, John A.
Carlson, Donald W.
Cartmell, Thomas
Clark, Shannon
Costantino, R. Scott
Cranmer, Thomas
Cullen, Thomas
Cunningham, Fred
Daly, Joseph S.
Davis, Maxon
Domnitz, Merrick R.
Dorsett, James, III
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Flowers, Peter
Frickleton, James
Goodin, Robert
Hagerty, Patrick
Haley, John

Patno, Christian
Perkins Coie Foundation
Perkins, Paul
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Roe, Roger
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Schneider, Harry
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A speciAl thAnks to our 
2020 foundAtion donors

Hibey, James F.
Hill, Graham
Jaskulski, Robert
JB Charitable Fund (Judy 
Barrasso and Brent 
Barriere)
Johnson, Roger C.
Keller, Bradley
Kelly, Daniel
Kunkle, William
Lang, Kathleen
Langley, Ryan
Lanham, William
Lebovits, Moses
Liles, Rutledge R.
Lombardi, Ralph
Mahoney, Carlos
Maring, David S.
Martson, Jr., William F.
Marzban, Dinyar
McEwan, J. Kenneth
McGuinn, Cynthia
Mercaldo, Marco
Packer, Leslie
Papillion, Darrel
Pate, James

In October of 2019, frequent 
Annual Meeting speaker Will Durst 
had a stroke from which he is still 
recovering. “If you don’t know 
Will,” as past president Mike Kelly 
quipped, “I think over the years 
Will Durst attended more annual 
meetings than some Barristers.” 

A Milwaukee native who relocated to San 
Francisco in the 1960s to practice his unique 
brand of political satire, Will’s tagline, “comedy 
for people who read or know somebody who 
does” meshed perfectly with ISOB members’ 
political IQ. From Bush/Gore to Bush/Kerry to 

Obama/McCain and Obama/
Romney, no pre-election year 
spring meeting was complete 
without a taste of Will’s wit, 
wisdom, and satire. As he liked 
to say, “You can’t make stuff up 
like this.” 

Will’s medical and rehab bills 
have been enormous and 

are continuing. As Mike put it, “As you can 
imagine, self-employed comics are not well 
insured, nor do they have a storehouse of assets.” 

If you’d like to help, you can do so at www.
gofundme.com/f/awukk-will-durst-needs-your-
help.

Will and Debi Durst
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Texas

Randy J. Cox
Montana

Andrew A. Fraser
New Jersey

Clark Hudson
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Georgia
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Thomas Flaskamp
Minnesota

John Gomez
California

John H. Kim
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Rebecca L. Brock
Florida
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Ryan Fowler
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Texas

Steven C. Laird
Texas

Welcome to the neW inductees    from the 2021 virtual meeting
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Florida
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Alabama

Thadd J. Llaurado
Wisconsin

Mel C. Orchard III
Wyoming

Raymond P. Reid Jr.
Florida

Daniel J. Scully Jr.
Michigan

G. Bryan Ulmer III
Wyoming

Michael Lucey
California

James Pate
Louisiana

Sandra H. Robinson
Washington, D.C.

Craig Smyser
Texas

Grace Weatherly
Texas 
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Louisina

Craig M. Peters
California
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Ohio
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Jill M. Webb
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John “Jack” 
Scarola 
Florida

Kerry D. Staton
Maryland

Welcome to the neW inductees    from the 2021 virtual meeting

Melvin B. “Mel” 
Wright
Florida
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Charles Blanchard leaves legacy of  kindness, integrity, humility
continued from page 1

For decades, the ISOB enjoyed 
a wonderful relationship with our 
meeting planners at Travel and 
Transport, most recently Sandy 
Krupka and Karin Holmes. When 
our most recent contract with 
Travel and Transport expired, our 
Executive Committee decided that 
due diligence required we consider 
other planners. Chaired by Chris 
Wesierski, a committee including 
Steve Kupperman and Tim Trecek 
considered and interviewed various 
providers including T&T. They 
recommended and the Executive 
Committee selected Carrousel Travel 
of Minneapolis whom many of you 
know from IATL, ABOTA and CAL-
ABOTA. As excited as we are about 
this new relationship, we will miss 
the wonderful people at T&T. Sandy 
and Karin saw us through countless 
venues, not to mention a tidal wave 
and other near disasters. Our thanks 
to them and their predecessors 
for their contribution to our past 

successful meetings. As the Society 
was special to them, they were special 
to us. 

We want to welcome the Carrousel 
Travel team: president and owner, 
Neal Kraemer; senior account 
director, Vanessa Merchant Blaisdell; 
and senior account director, Sara 
Keomanivong Mooney. Neal has 

Vanessa, Sara and Neal

ISOB welcomes new travel planner, Carrousel

Charlie was born in 1923 and grew up and attended 
high school in Raleigh, North Carolina. He was an Eagle 
Scout. He enrolled at his beloved Duke University in 
1941 and became president of the student body. He was 
a member of the first Naval ROTC unit at Duke, and in 
1944 he was commissioned as a Navy ensign.  At 20, he 
served as a deck officer aboard a mine sweeper and two 
submarine chasers.    Following the Allied victory in World 
War II and his honorable discharge, Charlie entered Duke 
Law School, and upon his graduation in 1950 began his 
60-year career. He married his beloved Bernard in 1954, 
and they were married 54 happy years until her death. 
They raised two daughters, Leila, who died last year, and 
Anna Neal.  

In the courtroom, Charlie was a zealous advocate 
for persons injured by the negligence of others. He 
was a happy warrior who respected and enjoyed the 
camaraderie of his fellow trial lawyers and the friendship 
of all including defense counsel and judges. Every 
morning, Charlie said, he looked forward to going to the 
office.  
 
Charlie’s volunteerism also was legendary and 
cannot be recited in full here. Perhaps his proudest 
accomplishment was serving as cofounder and president 
of the NC Academy of Trial Lawyers (now The North 
Carolina Advocates for Justice).  Additionally, Charlie 

was founder and president of the NC Supreme Court 
Historical Society, and president of the Wake County Bar 
Association. As but one example of the esteem of his 
peers, Charlie was awarded the Chief Justice Joseph 
Branch Professionalism Award by the Wake County Bar 
Association. He was a devoted member and leader of St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church, and he was a founder and 
president of The Arc of Wake County, honoring Leila, his 
special needs daughter. Charlie also founded Campbell 
Law School’s Blanchard Legal Clinic, which provides for 
the legal needs of the poor.  
 
Charlie passed away on March 10 at 97. He is survived 
by Archie, his loving wife of 13 years, Anna Neal 
Blanchard, his beloved daughter, and a loving host of 
family and friends from all walks of life. Charlie attributed 
his longevity to his zest for life, including his lifelong 
love of tennis. He was fond of quoting from medical 
studies regarding the added years of life enjoyed by 
tennis players.  He was even more fond of bedeviling 
his Barrister opponents with a dizzying array of passing 
shots, drop shots, spins and slices.
 
Charles F. Blanchard was this rare wise and thoughtful 
man and leader, whose brilliance balanced by humility 
and a sense of humor made him an inspiration to all who 
were privileged to enjoy the broad shade and shelter of 
his friendship. 

more than 30 years of industry 
experience and has orchestrated 
some of the most incredible once-
in-a-lifetime experiences including 
a reception at the House of Lords in 
London and a private palace dinner 
with the Maharaja of Udaipur, India. 
Vanessa is an accomplished travel 
professional with more than 18 years’ 
experience developing and managing 
travel to nearly every part of the 
world.  Sara has been with Carrousel 
for 21 years, is a world-traveler with 
broad experience in the planning, 
development and marketing of 
association programs.  

Carrousel’s first in-person annual 
meeting for us will be in Maui in 2022, 
though they masterfully handled the 
marketing and registration side of our 
virtual annual meeting in 2021. If that 
experience with them then foretells 
the future, we are going to have a 
great meeting in Hawaii and a very 
successful long-term relationship.

Contributed by Fellow Jim Dorsett
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Please contact the Society 
at beskind@law.duke.edu if 
you know of a fellow who 

has passed away.

James L. Branton
April 19, 1938- July 19, 2021

Born in Vienna Austria, Steve, of  Jacksonville, 
Florida, enjoyed a long legal career serving 

clients and as a mentor to young attor-
neys. He enjoyed reading, specifically World 
War II history and Winston Churchill. Other 

enjoyments were swimming, tennis and lunch 
dates with friends. Steve is survived by his 
wife of  43 years, Cecilia, children and nine 

grandchildren.

Bob, of  St. Joseph, Missouri, practiced law for 
more than 50 years, specializing in medical 

malpractice defense.  He was a devoted 
grandfather to two granddaughters and found 

enjoyment in bird hunting, golf  and travel.  
Bob is survived by his two daughters and 

host of  extended family and friends.
Steven Werber

Nov. 28, 1934 - Jan. 6, 2021 

Hugh B. McNatt
June 23, 1946 - June 1, 2021

Hugh, of  Vidalia, Georgia, served the Georgia 
legal community for over 50 years.  He 
taught Sunday school and started Kids’ 
Chance Inc., a nonprofit that provides 

scholarships to children whose parents were 
killed or catastrophically injured in workers 
compensation accidents. Hugh loved the 

outdoors and especially quail hunting. He is 
survived by his wife, Lynn, four children and 

extended family and friends.

Bobby Lee Cook
Feb. 12, 1927 - Feb. 19, 2021

Bobby Lee, of  Summerville, Georgia, was 
a renowned and respected trial attorney 
in the Southeast, and his 72 year legal 
career is believed to have inspired the 

television show Matlock. He tried thousands 
of  civil and criminal cases, including more 
than 300 murder trials in 40 states and 

several countries. Bobby Lee is survived by 
his daughters, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

Thomas H. Richards
May 29, 1942 -  Oct. 30, 2020

Tom, of  Sunapee Lake, New Hampshire,
 was a trial attorney for more than three 
decades and served as a past president 
of  the New Hampshire Bar Association.  
At home, one of  his favorite places was 

his workshop, where he created beautiful 
woodworking projects along with being an 

accomplished cook preparing elegant meals 
for family and friends.  He is survived by his 
wife of  45 years, Barbara, two sons and a 

granddaughter.

Bennett S. Aisenberg
Feb. 17, 1931 – Jan. 10, 2020

A month shy of  his 90th birthday, Ben, of  
Denver, Colorado, loved all aspects of  the 

law and was a champion for justice, diversity 
and professionalism. He was a Life Master in 
bridge, fierce reader and avid sports fan. Ben 
is survived by his nieces, nephews and dear 

friends. 

Donald E. Shely
Aug. 3, 1928 – Oct. 5, 2020

Don, of  Harbor Springs, Michigan, began 
practicing law in 1955, spending his entire 

career at the Dykema Firm until his retirement 
in 1993. He was a founding member of  

the Wayne State University Law Review and 
Articles Editor and served twice as president 
of  the Wayne State University School of  Law 

Alumni Association.  He is survived by his wife 
of  31 years, Jean, children and grandchildren.

Eugene I. Pavalon
Jan. 5, 1933 - May 26, 2020

Eugene, of  Chicago, served in the U.S. Air 
Force as a JAG officer before beginning 

his legal career representing consumers 
and patients. He was a past president of  
the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association and 
Trial Lawyers for Public Justice. When not 

in the courtroom, Eugene enjoyed boating, 
fishing and listening to classical music.  He 
is survived by his wife, Lois, children and 

grandchildren.
Charles F. Blanchard

Past President
May 4, 1944-March 10, 2021

Robert A. Brown
1931-July 20, 2020

Jim, of  San Antonio, served as president
of  the State Bar of  Texas, San Antonio Bar 

Association, San Antonio Chapter of
ABOTA, San Antonio Trial Lawyers and Texas 
Trial Lawyers Association.  Also a pilot, he 

once landed a failing plane on the edge of  the 
Grand Canyon. Jim is survived by his
wife, Molly, three daughters and five 

grandchildren. 

David Haughey
Feb. 8, 1918 - Oct. 19, 2020

David, of  Grand Rapids, Michigan, was 
a Major in the Army serving in Belgium, 

France, Holland and Germany. After the war, 
he attended law school and was a noted 

trial attorney for 37 years. In retirement, he 
took up golf  and sailing. He is survived by 
his daughters, grandchildren and extended 

family. 

Darryl, of  Atlanta, Georgia, served as a U.S. 
Senate Police Officer before enlisting in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, where he was awarded 

the Vietnamese Parachute Badge. He was a 
civil trial attorney for 37 years. Darryl was 
a master scuba diver and divemaster and 

admirer of  Aston Martins. He is survived by 
his wife, Brenda, daughter and friends. 
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Darryl N. Love
Dec. 17, 1941 – Jan. 24, 2020

William Kunze
Sept. 16, 1924 – Nov. 6, 2020



         

Send dues payment and foundation donations to: 
International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:
Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu
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2022 annual meeting
Maui, Hawaii
March 6-11, 2022

P.O. BOx 21320
Durham, NC 27703

Please join us March 6-11, 2022, at Four Seasons 
Resort Maui in Wailea. It will be special meeting at 
this grand seaside golf resort and spa. As always 
inspiring speakers, food and entertainment await. 
We will see you there! Look for a registration link in 
your email inbox soon.


