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2023 Annual Meeting

continued on page 10

Hola! Plans are being finalized for 
our next annual meeting to be held 
in Barcelona, Spain, March 25-
30, 2023. In April, Dave and Patty 
Powell and Steve and I had the 
opportunity to travel to Barcelona 
and finalize plans for our meeting. 
We can assure you that it will be 
excellent!

We will be staying at the luxurious 
Arts Ritz Carlton Hotel, truly a 5-star hotel located 
where the city meets the Mediterranean Sea.The 
hotel offers amazing views from every room. The 
hotel site makes it easy to explore Barcelona and take 

Sunny Spain next

Hawaii welcomes fellows, families

Kathleen Flynn Peterson

see page 5 for more photos

Back row, 
left to right: 
Dan McLamb, 
Bonnie 
Weyher, 
Leslie Packer, 
Tom Packer, 
Wynn Dorsett

Front row, 
left to right:  
Nina Long, 
David Long, 
Carlos 
Mahoney, 
Jennifer 
Mahoney and 
Jim Dorsett

The Sanctuary at Kiawah 
Island

Kiawah, South Carolina
October 12-14, 2023

The Barristers thank former President 
Ray Persons and his wife, Wendy Joy, 
and Program Chair Chris Wesierski and 
his wife, Maureen, for a magnificent 
stay and program at the 2022 Annual 

Meeting in Maui. We also credit them 
with the magnificent weather. After two 
years without an in-person meeting, the 
joy in our Society gathering again was 
everywhere.

2024 Annual Meeting

2023 Board of Governors 
Meeting
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Front row, left to right: Patricia Crauwels, Brett Govett, Michael Hurst, Thadd Llaurado, Anna Sortun, Kerry Staton, Donald Kidd, Randy Bassett, 
Daniel Iracki, Fraz Ahmed, Chelsea Harris, Stephen Philips, Salvatore Zambri
Middle row, left to right:  Shawn Kasserman, Randy Cox, Mandy Strigenz, Eric Schulte, Jerome Moroux, Daniel Scully, R.J. Waldsmith, Craig 
Smyser, Eric Traut, Ryan Fowler, Tom Edwards, Michael Esler, Steven Laird
Back row, left to right: Stuart Fraenkel, Shannon Clark, Craig Dennis, Bernard Amyot, Beattie Ashmore, Jay Cohen, Kevin Rooney, Bradley Corsiglia, 
David Shughart, Brian Duncan
Not Pictured: Rich Newsome and Thomas McNeill

Bernard Amyot: Avid hacker at golf, collects cuff-links 
and die hard Habs fan.

Fraz Ahmed: I try to spend the most time with my family 
when not working, and we love taking staycations.

Beattie Ashmore: I love the outdoors. I ride my bike on 
Greenville’s Swamp Rabbit Trail and I hunt birds every 
year in Bolivia and South Dakota. 

Randy Bassett: To relax, I scuba dive and enjoy taking 
scuba diving trips and have been known to carry my 
scuba gear on business trips to catch a dive between 
taking depositions or appearing in court.

Shannon Clark: I married the girl standing next to me 
in my kindergarten picture and, when I’m not working 
or spending time with family, I enjoy international travel, 
watching college basketball and golfing.

Jay Cohen: I love to establish all these new relations and 
friendships for one good reason ... can you get me on a 
good golf course in your town? 

Bradley Corsiglia: One of my favorite hobbies is to 
barbecue, which I’m doing as I type this. I also like to 
garden and travel. My wife was born in Thailand and we 
have visited many time over the years with our  two sons. 
We also have spent time in Europe, and plan to travel to 
Italy in September.

Patricia Crauwels: I enjoy playing tennis when possible  
and being involved with supporting those  in the Downs 
Syndrome community as the youngest of my four 
children, Rachel, has Downs Syndrome.

Brian Duncan: I have multiple strength and conditioning 
training certifications and over the last several years 
have competed in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, powerlifting, and 
bodybuilding competitions.

Thomas S. Edwards Jr.: In college I was a fireman and 
first responder (EMT).

Mike Esler: I live in the Northeast and Northwest 
because I am passionate about fly fishing, skiing and my 

ISOB’s 2022 inductees share non-law interests

continued on page 4
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David D. Aughtry
Daniel Baradat
W. Randall Bassett
Donald Beskind
Alan Brubaker
Stephen Bruckner
Ross Buchanan
George Cire Jr.
Robin Frazer Clark
Bradley Corsiglia
R. Scott Costantino
Thomas Cranmer
Joseph Daly
Maxon Davis
Merrick R. Domnitz
James K. Dorsett III
Robert Dowd
Bernie Dusich
Fitzgerald Foundation for 
  Children
James Fitzgerald
Patrick Hagerty
John Haley
James Hibey
Graham Hill
Lembhard Howell
Michael Hurst
Robert Jaskulski

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Dominique Pollara
Raymond Powers
Marietta Robinson
Patrick Rogan
Nicole Satterwhite
John Scarola
Harry Schneider Jr.
Lance Sears
William Sieben
William Smith
Robert Stein
The Honorable Michael 
  Strickroth
The Krist Foundation
Ronald Krist and Kevin
  Krist
The Spartanburg County  
  Foundation
Langley Family Fund
Timothy Tomasik
Eric Traut
Timothy Trecek
Christopher Wesierski
Joshua Whitman
Melvin Wright
Douglas Young

Thank you, foundation donors
Bradley Keller
Michael Kelly
John Kim
William Kunkle
Stephen Kupperman
Kathleen Lang
William Lanham
Moses Lebovits
Randal LeNeave
Rutledge R. Liles
Ralph Lombardi
Carlos Mahoney
David and Mary Maring
William F. Martson Jr.
Dinyar Marzban
Edward J. Matonich
J. Kenneth McEwan
D. Ferguson McNiel
Donna Melby
Bruce Montoya
James Ormiston
Mike Papantonio
Christian Patno
Harry Pearce
Perkins Coie Foundation
Paul Perkins
W. Ray Persons
Susan Petersen

The board of governors of your foundation, under 
the leadership of President Bill Smith, met in 
Maui to consider grant requests from various 
organizations. They continued our decades-long 
tradition of grants to the National Institute for 
Trial Advocacy, funding the International Society 
of Barristers Craig Spangenberg/John Liber 
scholarships. Our grant of $50,000 will fund 37 
scholarships that allow advocates working in 
the public interest to attend NITA’s trial training 
programs.

The foundation also provided a grant of $50,000 
to the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund. 
While it played no part in the decision to make 
the grant, coincidentally the former president 
and director counsel of the LDF, Sherilynn Ifill 

will attend our 2023 
annual meeting in 
Barcelona and give the 
John Reed memorial 
lecture. Our foundation consistently provides 
grants to projects and causes that preserve and 
protect the right to a jury trial in America, and 
in providing fairness and equality in our judicial 
system.

Contributions may be made online through the 
ISOB web page, www.isob.com; click on the
red “Make a Donation” box, or send a check to: 
International Society of Barristers
Foundation, c/o Prof. Donald H. Beskind, P.O. Box 
21320, Durham, NC 27703.

Foundation grants 37 scholarships, $50K to LDF

President
William R. Sieben 

Minnesota

Secretary
Kathleen A. Lang

Michigan 

Treasurer
Maxon R. Davis

Montana

Board of Governors
Steve Bruckner

Nebraska 

Robert L. Jaskulski
Wisconsin

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Carin A. O’Donnell
Pennsylvania

James J. Ormiston
Texas 

 
Jim M. Perdue Jr.

Texas
 

Richard H. Schoenberger 
California

Willliam B. Smith
California 

Karen E. Terry
Florida 

Joshua A. Whitman
Florida

Staff
executive secretary

Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina



wife.

Ryan Fowler: I enjoy skydiving, and 
my wife and I went while in Hawaii 
for the ISOB meeting. 

Stuart Fraenkel: My happy place is 
in or on the water; I’m an avid sailor, 
scuba diver, surfer and snow skier 
(yes, snow is water).

Brett C. Govett: I enjoy hiking 
America’s beautiful national parks.

Chelsea Harris: As a native of NC 
and graduate of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, I’m a 
Tar Heel Born and Tar Heel Bred!

Michael K. Hurst: Many people 
know one or more of my external, 
non-law interests, but few know all 
four:  watching and participating 
in mixed martial arts; avid wine 
collecting and member of multiple 
wine organizations; ranching; and 
poetry.

Daniel Iracki: I have four boys 
under the age of 10 and my wife is a 
saint. 

Shawn Kasserman: I spend my 
summer weekends water skiing and 
wake surfing in Michigan.

Donald H. Kidd: I am blessed to be 
married to a wonderful woman with 
whom I enjoy traveling, drinking 
good wine and spirits, eating good 
food, entertaining friends, and who 
enables my golf addiction.  

Thomas McNeill: I am an avid road 
cyclist and kayaker, and a devotee 
to William Kent Krueger’s Cork 
O’Connor mystery novels.

Jerome Moroux: I enjoy 
reading fiction and books about 
photography. 

Steve Phillips: Although I live in the 
big city, I fish, hunt alligators, and 

am a country boy at heart.

Kevin Rooney: A former college 
football player, I took up CrossFit in 
2008 and I compete in the masters 
division of local, regional and 
national CrossFit competitions.

Daniel J. Scully: My happy places 
are on a golf course with my son, on 
or under the ocean, in the African 
bush, in Alaska or on the river with a 
fly rod in hand.

Eric C. Schulte: I write poetry, and 
am a longtime fan of the Minnesota 
Twins. 

David Shughart: My non-law 
related interests include spending 
time with my family, reading, 
and working out with a group of 
longtime friends.

Craig Smyser: Ex-reporter for 
Houston Chronicle (police beat, 
court house and political editor), 
lifelong tennis player, former used 
book scout and dedicated reader of 
all kinds of books. 

Anna Sortun: I backpack in the 
Cascades during the summers.

Mandy Strigenz: I live on a lake, 
enjoy spending time with my 
children, traveling, and walking my 
French Bulldog, Iggy.

Eric V. Traut: I collect very old 
American paper currency.  

R.J. Waldsmith: The greatest joys 
of my life are Sunday dinners with 
my family, sharing reposado with 
friends, enjoying the fine details of a 
baseball game, boating and hiking in 
Tahoe, swimming in Maui, traveling 
the world to see every painting 
by the Italian Baroque master 
Caravaggio, and experiencing the 
excitement of running with the bulls 
in Pamplona.

Salvatore Zambri: I love 
challenging hikes and playing the 
drums. 
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continued from page 2
Maui inductees News of Note

Florida Fellow Larry S. Stewart 
has authored a new book titled 
“Chasing Justice,” released 
this March. Chasing Justice 
chronicles the first 50 years of 
the Florida Justice Association, 
from 1950 to 2000, as it rose 
from a small education-focused 
organization to one of the most 
powerful political organizations 
in the country. President of the 
Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers 
(AFTL) in 1978-79, Stewart has 
produced a legal history that 
will be enjoyed by all who are 
interested in knowing about this 
remarkable slice of Florida’s 
history.

On Nov. 3, 2021, during the 
Annual California Chapters of 
the American Board of Trial 
Advocates (CAL-ABOTA) Hawaii 
Conference, California fellow Don 
Carlson, of the San Francisco 
Chapter of ABOTA, was sworn 
in as the CAL-ABOTA 41st 
president.  Carlson took office on 
Jan. 1. 

Arkansas fellow Christy 
Comstock was named a federal 
magistrate judge for the U.S. 
District Court for the Western 
District of Arkansas. The eight-
year appointment started May 1.

President Joe Biden bestowed 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom upon Alabama fellow 
Fred D. Gray at a White House 
ceremony on July 7. The 
Presidential Medal of Freedom is 
the nation’s highest civilian honor, 
presented to individuals who have 
made exemplary contributions 
to the prosperity, values, or 
security of the United States, 
world peace, or other significant 
endeavors that benefit society.
Gray contributed articles to two 
issues of the ISOB quarterly: 
“Civil Rights – Past, Present, and  
Future,” Vol. 46, No.4, p. 39;  and 
then the afterword in Vol. 47, No. 
1, Author’s Note, p.1.



Maui
2022 Annual Meeting
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Hawaii

Above, left to right, 
Paige Sensenbrenner, 

Dean Madeleine 
Landrieu, Mara 

Kupperman, Stephen 
Kupperman, Judy 

Barrasso and
Brent Barriere

Fritz Siegfried and Marti Robinson

Jennifer Uustal
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Speaker Leigh Steinberg, Amy Stoody, Maureen Wesierski, Chris Wesierski, Paul Meyers and Michelle 
Meyers Steve Peterson, Kathleen Flynn Peterson and Ray Persons

Tom Cranmer and Jim Frickleton 

Speaker Peter Cannellos
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Steve Peterson, Kathleen Flynn Peterson and Ray Persons

Pamela Traut and Eric Traut

Hallie Clark and Shannon Clark

Julie Tavoso, Stephen Phillips, Thad Llaurado and Kathleen Llaurado
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Bruce Montoya, Ruth Montoya and Dan Baradat

Ed Nevin, William Vines, Wendy Joy Persons, Dale Ravazzini and Ray 
Persons

Pat Crauwels, Rachel Crauwels, Ethan Crauwels, Jeremy Heideman, Alison 
Prouty and Matt Prouty.

Bob Cooper, Kelly McCourt and the Hon. William “Beds” 
Bedsworth, speaker

Sherry Coker, Howard Coker, Lester Tate, Laurie Vickery, Rich Shure and 
Kelly Hamer

Breana Duncan, Brian Duncan and Carlos Mahoney
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Dr. Linda Olson is a retired radiologist who lost three 
limbs in an auto-train accident at age 29, more than 40 
years ago. She and her husband, Dave, who was with 
her during the accident, have two children and one 
grandchild.

...[N]o one goes through life unscathed.  Strokes, cancer, 
mental illness, it doesn’t matter. Lives can turn upside 
down sometimes in the blink of an eye. So, what does 
one do when their life turns upside down, when your 
life as you know it comes to an end? ... I woke up in the 
Salzburg Trauma Hospital knowing what happened. I 
remember my foot, and a part of a leg, and an arm not 
being connected to my body. Every time I look, it’s true.  
Both legs are gone. My entire right arm is gone.  ... The 
next morning is the beginning of my new life. I hold my 
breath again as the double doors swing open and Dave 
hobbles in with crutches, his left leg in a walking cast. 
I need to be strong for him, so I smile as he reaches my 
side of the bed, and all the while rehearsing the two 
sentences I’ve carefully memorized overnight. “I’ve 
been thinking about things, and I’ll understand if you 
don’t want to stick around”.  And then I wait.  He lets 
go of the crutches and tears run down his cheeks as he 
squeezes my hand. “I didn’t marry your arms and your 

legs.  If you can do it, I can do it.” And so we started our 
journey together. ... 

At the top of my rehab lists were the basic activities 
of daily living, my hope to drive again, and to use 
protheses. While off in the future were my plans to go 
back to work ... I met Lt.  Donna Pavlick, a hard-driving, 
29 year old physical therapist who pushed me, pulled 
me, cajoled and provoked me ... [O]ne night in October, 
in the middle of a World Series game, a prosthetist 
delivered my first set of legs....  

Tiffany was born in March of 1981.  Two months later 
I passed my boards in radiology and moved to San 
Diego, where I started to work as a radiologist at the 
University of California in San Diego. Our son, Brian, 
was born three years after Tiffany. Our lives looked 
pretty much like everyone else. ... Yellowstone became 
the first chapter of our travel saga. ... Over the next 20 
years, our friends dream up places to go with part of 
the fun being how they’re going to get me around once 
we get there. ... [O]ne day we get the telephone call that 
tells us we’re going to become grandparents.  And we 
realize all over again that life is a precious gift and that 
we are the luckiest people in the world.  ...

Dr. Stephen Kane is professor 
of planetary astrophysics at 
the University of California at 
Riverside. He spoke on habitability 
of planets and how we can learn 
about Earthy by studying Venus. 
As a sixth grader in Austrialia, he 
was obsessed with astronomy 
telling his father one day, “Dad, I 
want to be an astronomist.” 

...[P]eople have been thinking 
about planets around other stars 
and life for thousands of years, but 
this was a case where technology 
needed to catch up to ideas 
because we just had no capability 
to see these very faint objects...

In 2009, we launched a NASA 
mission called the Kepler mission. 
It was one of the first missions 
whose design was for the sole 
purpose of finding planets the size 
of the Earth around other stars. We 
wanted to answer a fundamental 
question which is, how common 
are planets like the Earth?...It was 
enormously successful, one of 
the most successful missions that 

NASA has launched, and it has 
resulted in a plethora of planet 
discoveries...

We had another outstanding 
success and that was the launch of 
the James Webb Space Telescope. 
...Now, why do I care so much 
about the James Webb? Well, 
because the James Webb will be 
able to help us with exactly what I 
just said the problem was, trying to 
determine if there’s life on any of 
these planets because what we’re 
going to do with the James Webb 
is we are going to look at these 
planets. 

...[W]ater has long been 
considered a prerequisite for life 
at least on our planet ... to have 
it as a liquid state, you need a 
very narrow temperature range 
between about 0 and 100 degrees 
Celsius, which is quite a narrow 
temperature range. One of the 
most amazing things my Earth 
science colleagues always point 
out to me about the Earth is that 
when you think about the Earth in 

Out of incredible loss, comes extraordinary life

its history, the fact that it has had 
surface liquid water for almost all 
of its almost four-and-a-half billion-
year history is extraordinary. ... We 
need another example. We need 
an Earth-sized planet that did not 
become habitable, was not able to 
sustain surface liquid water.
Well, I’m happy to say that the 
universe has been extraordinarily 
kind to us. It has provided us 
such a thing and I am, of course, 
talking about Venus. ... What is the 
surface of Venus really like? Well, it 
has a surface temperature of about 
850 degrees F....The physics are 
very different from the physics of 
our own atmosphere, and so this 
is something that we struggle to 
understand.

Will Earth one day turn into Venus?   
The answer is yes, it will. It’s not 
a question of if. It’s a question of 
how and when these two twins 
will be re-united once again. They 
were together before. They both 
had temperate surface conditions.  
They diverged. We’re trying to 
understand why...

What makes a planet habitable?

Maui speakers
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President’s letter continued
continued from page 1

advantage of being in one of the world’s great gourmet 
cities.

Meetings will be held Sunday, Monday and Wednesday 
mornings.Tuesday will be a free day.  On Tuesday 
and through the week, optional tours will be available 
including a trip to Monserrat, visits to the Codorniu 
Winery, Picasso Museum, Born Quarter and Gaudi 
design architecture locations. We will offer cooking 
classes, wine tastings, shopping trips and more. Our 
evening receptions and dinners will take us to some 
remarkable venues, and Dave Powell has planned 
some incredible speakers.

Dr. Hannah Valantine is a professor of cardiovascular 
medicine at Stanford University and the former chief 
officer for Scientific Workforce Diversity for the National 
Institute of Health. Valentine is a nationally recognized 
pioneer in the field of heart and lung transplantation. 
Her work has focused on the treatment of transplant 
recipients, specifically the detection and mitigation of 
transplant rejection. She developed the first blood test 
to diagnose organ rejection. 

Amy Gajda, law professor at Tulane University 
and former journalist, has been recognized as an 
international expert on privacy and media law. She 
is a past recipient of the Felix Frankfurter Award for 
Distinguished Teaching, Tulane Law School’s highest 
teaching honor. Gajda recently published “Seek and 
Hide: The Tangled History of the Right to Privacy” which 
received favorable reviews from The New York Times. 
Her book addresses the history of the right to privacy in 
the U.S. and the struggle to balance privacy interests 
against the media’s right to gather and report the news.

Poppy Harlow is a seasoned journalist and established 
news anchor for CNN. She is primarily known for her 
role as co-anchor of the CNN Newsroom, CNN’s daily 
morning news program.  She has a reputation for 
asking tough questions and being well-prepared for 
her interviews. Harlow is the daughter of a prominent 
Minneapolis trial attorney, Jim Harlow, who inspired 
her to pursue a master’s degree in law from Yale Law 
School. 

Sherrilyn Ifill is a civil rights hero. As the former 
president and director-counsel of the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund, she led the organization’s efforts to 
pursue landmark civil rights cases. She is a nationally 
recognized expert on voting rights and the judicial 
selection process. Her additional areas of expertise, 
honed by her tenure for two decades as a law professor 
at the University of Maryland, include affirmative 
action and policing. In 2021, she was named by Time 
magazine as one of the 100 most influential people in 
the world. 

Simon Greenman is a technology innovator and 
international expert in the use of artificial intelligence by 
start-ups and established corporations. He cofounded 
the early internet brand and AI company MapQuest.
com. He is a partner in the AI management and 
governance consulting firm Best Practice AI. He also 
serves as a member of the World Economic Forum’s 
Global AI Council.
 

***
For those of who want to spend a little more time in 
Spain, we will have an optional post trip, March 30 - 
April 2, to the Costa del Sol, where we will stay at the 
beautiful Puente Romano Beach Resort and explore all 
that the sunny south of Spain has to offer! Dave, Patty 
and Steve and I hope to see you there! 

Our goal is to continue to build 
our membership with highly 
qualified and diverse trial lawyers. 
We are seeking lawyers who may 
be in the prime of their careers 
as well as rising stars that share 
our commitment to civility, 
professionalism, and the highest 
ethical standards.  

Above all, the ISOB wants to 
continue to induct great people. 
This is the secret as to why our 
organization is so unique.  

ISOB always looking for the best
If you would like to nominate 
someone for membership, please 
login and visit www.isob.com and 
click the “Nominate” tab.  There 
you will find instructions on 
how to nominate another lawyer 
for membership as well as the 
nomination and trial forms.  

If you have questions, please 
contact National Membership 
Chair Tim Tomasik at tim@
tkklawfirm.com or 312-605-8800.

CLE credits
Some states are willing to give 
mandatory continuing legal 
wducation credit for portions of 
the barrister’s annual meeting. 
If you wish such credit, 
download a CLE certficate from 
www.isob.com. 

After you are logged in with 
your user name and password, 
place your cursor over the 
“Meetings” tab and click the 
link for the PDF 2022 CLE 
Certificate.



we ReMeMBeR

Please contact the Society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.

The Honorable Gene Carter
Nov. 1, 1935 - Nov. 17, 2021

Bill of  Chicago, Illinois, was a veteran trial 
attorney and co-founder of  the firm Johnson 
& Bell. Outside of  the courtroom, he was a 

world traveler and enjoyed golf  and boating. 
Bill is survived by Diane, his wife of  59 years, 

four children and 10 grandchildren.

Frederick W. Allen
June 10, 1923 – Jan. 24, 2021

A humble and generous attorney, Fred of  
Peoria, Illinois, served as president of  the 

Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, the Peoria 
County Bar Association and the Society of  

Trial Lawyers of  Illinois. He served as a pilot 
in the U.S. Army Air Force and was a minor 
league pitcher known for his fastball. His 

family published a book honoring his life “The 
Fred Walton Allen Story: one of  the Greatest 
of  the Greatest Generation.” Fred is survived 
by his daughters, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.  

Robert G. Russell
Dec. 6, 1935 – April 17, 2022

At the age of  34, Bob, of  Warrensburg, 
Missouri, was appointed by Gov. Warren E. 

Hearnes to circuit judge of  the 17th Judicial 
Circuit. At that time, he was the youngest 
circuit judge on the bench. Known for his 
tremendous knowledge of  the law, deep 

empathy and fairness, he earned his lifelong 
nickname, “the Judge.” One of  his greatest 
gifts and legacy will be the countless lives 
touched (and bettered), the many (many) 

friendships cultivated, and the contagious joy 
infused along the way. It is an impossible task 
to adequately sum up a life so extraordinarily 
and passionately well lived. Suffice it to say, 
there will never be another “Judge.”  Bob 
is survived by his three children and four 

grandchildren.

William V. Johnson
Jan. 7, 1940 - Jan. 28, 2022

Judge Carter, of  Bangor, Maine, served in the 
U.S. Army and earned the rank of  captain. 

After years practicing law, he was appointed 
associate justice of  the Maine Supreme 

Judicial Court being the youngest justice at 
that time to serve on the court. Later he 

served as chief  judge of  the United District 
Court for the District of  Maine and until his 
death. Judge Carter is survived by Judith 
Anne, his wife of  60 years, two sons and 

grandchildren.  

Michael E. McLachlan
April 18, 1946 - June 23, 2021

Michael, of  Durango, Colorado, grew up in 
a military family and served in Vietnam for 
which he was awarded the Vietnam Service 
Medal, 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force and 
Navy Commendation Medal. In addition to a 
dedicated and rewarding law career, Michael 
served as a Colorado state representative.  

He is survived by his wife, Barbara, a son and 
daughter and extended family.   

Joe, of  Omaha, Nebraska, joined the Fraser 
Stryker Law Firm in 1965 and practiced with 
the firm until his retirement in 2019. Joe and 

his wife, Sue, were married for 36 years. 
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his 

children and 12 grandchildren.  

11

Joseph K. Meusey
May 16, 1944 - Nov. 15, 2021

Membership in the International Society of  Barristers is extended to advocates 
of  exceptional talent whose qualities including integrity, honor, and collegiality 
embody the spirit of  the true professional.  Membership is by invitation only 
after rigorous screening process involving lawyers and judges to identify trial 
lawyers who meet its standards.  

The Society nurtures excellence and professionalism in advocacy by its 
recognition of  members’ achievements and providing an opportunity for 
them, and their spouses and guests, to meet and find renewal of  spirit in the 
company of  others who have traveled on a similar road.  Its annual convention 
combines presentations extraordinary in both their quality and diversity, 
including topics drawn from the arts, politics, science, and other areas of  
interest to lawyer and non-lawyer alike with a broad range of  social and 
recreational activities.  Barristers have no rank or privilege among them and 
gather annually to renew old friendships and to make new ones.  The Society 
publishes a quarterly journal of  topics covered at the meeting and otherwise of  
interest to its members.  

Through the International Society of  Barristers Foundation, the Society 
supports the work of  other organizations whose endeavors are consistent with 
the Society’s support of  excellence and advocacy under the adversarial system.

Mission statement Submissions to journal
If you have authored something 
you think would be suitable 
for our Quarterly or for The 
Crier, please submit it for 
consideration. Past publications 
have included fellows’ prose 
and poetry on topics from 
baseball to legal ethics. Works 
that have been previously 
published are fi ne if the 
copyright holder consents and 
the publication was not such 
that our memberes would 
have already seen the work. 
Send your submissions to Don 
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.
edu.
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2023 annual meeting
Barcelona, Spain
March 25-30, 2023

P.O. BOx 21320
Durham, NC 27703

Please join us March 25-30, 2023, at Hotel Arts 
Barcelona in Barcelona, Spain. Delicious food and 
wine, fabulous art and historical architecture await. 
Optional post-trip to Costa del Sol. Join us!
To register, go to http://isobam.cventevents.com.


