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Perhaps like many of you, I was both 
honored and delighted to learn a number 
of years ago that I would be offered the 
opportunity to become a fellow of the 
International Society of Barristers.

Although I didn’t know much about the 
Barristers at first, it only took attending  
one annual meeting to give me the 
clarity I needed about the organization. It 
was not and is not an  organization focused 
on self-congratulations or self-aggrandizement. Rather, it 
is a group that prides itself on inclusion, friendship and 
comradery. And rightfully so. As Jack Liber and Mike Kelly 
have so articulately reminded us, no one has a special 
rank at the Barristers. Spouses, partners and guests are 
viewed as an integral part of every meeting.  I have been 

The challenges of  fellowship

Tom Cranmer

A highlight of the 
2019 Annual Meeting 
was ISOB Foundation 
President Dave Maring 
presenting Innocence 
Project co-founder 
Barry Scheck, with 
a $100,000 check, 
honoring John Reed, 
our late administrative 
secretary.  

“John was an eloquent 
and ardent advocate 
for justice,” Dave 
said during the 
check presention. “A 
recurring theme for 
John was that no task, job or cause should be 
considered insurmountable or prevent us from 
trying to find a solution.”

Dave quoted one of John’s favorite poems by 
American author and historian Edward Everett 
Hale: “I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot 
do everything, but still I can do something; and 
because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse 
to do the something I can do.”

Dave reminded the 
attendees of John’s wish 
that any donations in his 
memory be directed to 
hospice, his church, and 
the Innocence Project. 

“Small wonder John 
would support the 
Innocence Project 
since its mission is to 
seek justice for those 
wrongfully convicted of 
crimes,” he noted. 

The ISOB Foundation 
and Society thank 
Barry Scheck and his 

wife, Didi, for joining us for the meeting and 
especially thank Barry for presenting the John 
Reed Memorial Lecture at our closing session.  
Barry’s talk captured the life-changing work of 
the Innocence Project by describing the recent 
exoneration of Archie Williams, who spent more 
than 30 years in prison for a wrongful conviction. 

Look for Barry’s full talk in an upcoming issue of 
our Quarterly.

ISOB Foundation President Dave Maring, left, presents 
check to Innocence Project co-founder Barry Scheck. The 
donation was given in memory of the late John W. Reed.
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Front left to right: Shannon McNulty, Ketia Wick, Dev Sethi, Carin O’Donnell, Kelly Hamer, Juli Blanch, Deborah Tropp, Peter Riley, 
Moses Lebovits, Luther Battiste, Jerry Pratt, John Courtney and Mark Bradford.
Back  left to right:  Bob Napleton, Ed Ruffo, Tom Vertetis, Lester Tate, James Payne, Jonathan Kieffer, Bob Boatman, David Dearing, 
Jim London, Stephen Huber, Teresa McClain, Mark Williams, Allison Mullins, Tim Semelroth, Patrick Stockalper, Rick Benrubi, Brad 
Beehler, Tom Giuffra, Phillip Baker, Jamie Holland, Whitney Boise, Fred Cunningham, Jacob Bylund and David Burtker.
Not pictured: Joe Messa and Chris Patno

2019 inductees enjoy diverse interests, hobbies

continued on page 6

Phillip Baker: I dance as well as Baradat 
and golf like Paboojian; however, I’m fairly 
decent with a barbecue. 

Luther Battiste: I host an online jazz show, 
“World Class Jazz,” on station WVCD and 
Jazz Boston’s Jazz Bird Lite with all music 
curated by me from my personal music 
collection.

Brad Beehler: I am an avid golfer but poor 
at golf, and my wife and I are dedicated 
fans of the University of North Dakota 
Fighting Hawks.

Rick Benrubi: I am an avid fan of live 
music, especially the blues guitar. I also 
enjoy golf, travel and spending time with 
my wife of 27 years and two adult sons.

Juli Blanch: My hobbies are eating and 
drinking wine with my husband and 
friends.  To accommodate these hobbies 
and stay healthy, I run (it used to be 
marathons, now it’s half marathons).  That 
makes me hungry and thirsty, so I eat and 
drink wine.

Bob Boatman: I love getting away to 
our place in the mountains and playing 
racquetball.

Whitney Boise: My wife is Julie Vacura, 
also a member of ISOB, and we love to 
travel. Our favorite trip was to Kenya, 
Tanzania and Rwanda.

Mark Bradford: I enjoy cooking, eating 
good food, spending time with my wife 

and four kids, and running. I try to run one 
marathon a year to stay in shape.

David Burtker: I collect 1970s cars 
(against the wishes of my wife).

Jacob Bylund: My wife and I have four 
daughters and a female dog.

Jake Courtney: I am a proud parent of 
two law students, compete nationally in 
masters road races and hope to break the 
world record in the Beer Mile for men over 
50 this year.

David Dearing: I enjoy most activities 
outside including golf, fishing and just 
being on the water. We are empty nesters 
trying to figure out what to do with our 
spare time.  Our son just finished his first 
year at Emory Law, and our daughter is 
now a college senior.  

Tom Giuffra: I enjoy spending time 
with my wife, Angie, and 8-year-old son, 
Thomas Jr. We share a love of skiing in 
Utah and enjoying the sun in Hawaii. I 
am focused on teaching my son baseball 
with my out-of-fashion 1980s techniques. 
I also enjoy reading books on history and 
amusing Betty, my beagle.

Kelly Hamer: I have two grown daughters 
for whom I am still a helicopter Mom, 
much to their chagrin. Rich and I love to 
travel and we are the proud pet parents to 
six chihuahuas and one standard poodle 
named Coco Chanel.

Stephen Huber: I am an avid runner and 
golfer, but my performance in both suffers 
tremendously because these hobbies come 
behind the time I spend with my three 
children.

Jonathan Kieffer: I enjoy cycling, snow 
skiing, and spending time with my wife and 
our three daughters on the lake where we 
live.

Moses Lebovits: At my wife’s insistence 
and my good sense to say yes, we have 
gone to base camp at Mt. Everest, climbed 
Kilimanjaro, trekked the mountain gorillas 
in Uganda and are talking about climbing 
Mt. Vinson in Antarctica, which I thought 
would be a great way to celebrate my 70th 
birthday.

Jim London: I am a dedicated fly 
fisherman who regularly fishes in Alaska, 
Montana, New York, Pennsylvania, and the 
Caribbean.

Teresa McClain: I love traveling, enjoying 
new food and wine, cooking, and cheering 
on my 12-year-old twin sons with my 
husband, Gary, and our older two children. 
In my first career I was a registered nurse, 
and I keep my license current so that I can 
practice nursing for fun by volunteering at 
the annual school health fair.

Shannon McNulty: I enjoy golf with my 
husband, volunteering at my son’s school, 
and traveling with my family. 

Joe Messa: I enjoy spending time at the 
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Reed on life, lawyering 

Dan and Sharon Baradat 
Barnes Law Group/Roy Barnes 
Judy Barrasso and Brent
   Barriere 
Jim and Dana Bartimus 
Chris Beeman
Don Beskind and Wendy
   Robineau 
William Booth 
Frank Branson 
James Branton 
The Hon. Robert Brennan
Peter and Ellen Brodhead 
Cunningham Bounds LLP/Toby
   Brown 
Alan and Susan Brubaker 
Steve and Anne Bruckner 
Ross Buchanan 
James Carey 
John and Susan Carroll 
Robert Christensen 
George Cire 
Robin Frazer-Clark 
Joel Collins Jr.
Colson Hicks Eidson/Dean
   Colson 
Scott and Monica Costantino 
Tom and Maria Cranmer 
Joe and Candace Daly  
Dana James Charitable
   Foundation 
Max and Kristina Davis 
R. David Depuy 
Ric and Nita Domnitz 
James K. Dorsett III 
Robert and Judy Dowd
Daniel and Pauline Dunn 
CFVI Inc./Feuerzeig Family Fund 
Paul Gallagher
Vincent and Mary Lyle Galvin
Germani Martemucci & Hill
   Elizabeth Germani 
Richard and Kaye Giauque 
The Hon. Jill F. Halbrooks and
   James W. Halbrooks
John Haley 
James F. Hibey 
Graham and Lindy Hill 
Gregory Hull
Hodge & Langley Law Firm P.C./
   Ryan Langley 
Maria and Mark Hodge 
Scott D. Hofer 
John D. Holschuh Jr. 
Carleton Hoy 
Hunegs LeNeave & Kvas/Richard
   G. Hunegs, Cortney S.

Bruce Pfaff  
Powers Tolman Farley, PLLC/
   Raymond Powers
Marietta Robinson 
Rossman, Baumberger, et
   al./Manuel Reboso, Charles 
   Baumberger & Stephen 
   Rossman 
Robert G. Russell 
C.L. Mike Schmidt 
Searcy Denney et al./Christian 
   Searcy and Karen Terry 
Lance Sears
Harry Schneider and Gail 
   Runnfeldt
James Seckinger 
Wagstaff  & Cartmell
William and Joyce Sieben 
William Smith 
Robert Stein 
Edwin and Sue Stuardi 
Synenberg & Associates LLC/
   Roger Mark Synenberg
Tabak Law Firm/Stewart Tabak 
The Greater New Orleans 
   Foundation - JB Charitable 
   Fund 
The Krist Foundation/Ronald 
   Krist
Rebecca Thiem 
Timothy Tomasik 
Timothy and Karyn Trecek
William and Jeannette Trine 
Tom Vertetis 
Steve and Mary Wade 
Richard and Diane Watters 
Charles Webber 
Chris and Maureen Wesierski 
Mike Worel 
Douglas Young 

Thank you 
2018 foundaTion donors

   LeNeave, Randal LeNeave and 
William Kvas
Robert Jaskulski
Peter C. John
Harvey and Michele Kaplan 
Con and Barbara Keating 
Dan and Carole Kelly 
Michael and Patricia Kelly  
Michael Nachwalter & Richard
   Critchlow 
Robert King
Steven J. Kirsch 
Daniel Kotin 
Paul and Susan Kovacs 
Kevin Krist 
William Kunkle 
Mara and Stephen Kupperman
Stephen and Kathleen Lang 
William Lanham 
Dennis and Kim Lansdowne 
Levin Sedran & Berman/Arnold 
   Levin
Rut and Noel Liles 
Ralph Lombardi 
James Lowe 
Michael Lyon
The Hon. George K. Macintosh
Joan Ames Magat
Carlos Mahoney 
R. Adam Malone 
David and Mary Maring 
Rick Martson  
Dinyar Marzban Q.C.
Edward Matonich
Paul McCormick 
John E. McElligott Jr. 
J. Kenneth McEwan Q.C.
Hugh McNatt 
D. Ferguson McNiel 
Meyers & Flowers LLC/ Peter J. 
   Flowers
Bruce Montoya 
Thomas Moore and Judy
   Livingston 
Ed Nevin 
Nick Nichols 
Jim Ormiston 
Leslie Packer
Dominique Pollara
James Pate 
Christian Patno 
Harry Pearce 
W. Ray Persons 
Peter Perlman Law Offices, PSC 
Petersen & Petersen/Susan 
   Petersen 
Kathleen Flynn Peterson 

ISOB is publishing 
a second edition 
of “The Trial 
Lawyer’s Calling: 
Perspectives of 
John W. Reed.” The 
second edition will 
include speeches 
given after the first 
edition and memorial 
tributes to John.  Copies 

will be available 
shortly.  

To order, send 
your check to 
ISOB, P.O. Box 
21320, Durham, 
NC 27703. The 

price is $100 per copy.  
John’s wisdom was 
priceless.

John W. Reed
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The beautiful Sonoran desert welcomed barristers 
and their guests as they enjoyed outdoor activities 
from hiking, biking, outdoor yoga and golf to hot air 
balloon rides and canyon exploration.  Jeep tours, 
cooking classes, a visit to the Pima Air & Space 
Museum, outdoor gourmet dining and, of course, 
fascinating talks rounded out this year’s meeting in 
Tucson.

Traditional celebratory toast after a hot air balloon ride

Former U.S. Attorney General Sally Yates 

Our hardy desert hikers Thanks to Gail Runnfeldt, Harry Schneider’s better half, for her efforts in planning this year’s meeting with beautiful results. 
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We love having families join us at our wonderful meetings.

Above: Former NCAA football coach and Super Bowl 
champ Bill Curry was one of the featured speakers.
Left: David Powell and wife, Patty

Above: Kathy Lang 
and husband, Steve

Left: Bruce Montoya 
took one for the 
team.

Thanks to Gail Runnfeldt, Harry Schneider’s better half, for her efforts in planning this year’s meeting with beautiful results. 
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Jersey shore boating and swimming with 
family and friends in the summer and Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, in the winter. I also 
enjoy travel and am an avid sports fan, 
particularly cheering on the Philadelphia 
Eagles, Phillies, Sixers and Flyers.

Allison Mullins: I am inspired by the 
remarkable creation and majesty of our 
world, and enjoy photographing amazing 
places and creatures while traveling and 
savoring every moment with my husband 
and the love of my life, Michael Mullins.

Bob Napelton: When not reading The Crier, 
I enjoy a Manhattan (or two) on Saturday 
night with my lovely wife, Clare, while 
recapping the highlights of the weekly 
activities of our five wonderful children (age 
range 17-24). Season ticketholder of Chicago 
Bears, Blackhawks and White Sox, who 
openly roots for the team opposing the Cubs!

Carin O’Donnell: I am a mother of two 
awesome boys and wife to a wonderful 
husband. I like spending time outside and I 
especially enjoy long weekends at the shore 
and spending time with my family around 
the pool.  

James Payne: I am a basketball and bowling 
enthusiast and enjoy spending time with 
my family (especially when my three college 
students are home together). 

Chris Patno: I am a native Vermonter and 
spend escape time at my two-century-year-
old home on Lake Hortonia in Sudbury, 
Vermont.

Jerry Pratt: I enjoy running marathons, 
having completed 25 thus far in 17 different 
states, and I look forward to completing a 
marathon in all 50 states, D.C., London and 
Dublin.

Peter Riley: My wife, Patsy, and I like to 
travel, boat in the summertime on Lake 
Minnetonka, and spend time with our 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Georgie and 
our daughter, Sarah.

Ed Ruffo: I enjoy watching my children 
participate in athletics  and other 

extracurricular activities and especially 
enjoy our time away from home on family 
vacations.

Tim Semelroth: I coach scary-smart kids on 
middle and high school mock trial teams.

Dev Sethi: I spend a lot of time exploring 
the trails of Sabino Canyon and searching 
for sustenance – food, and especially a good 
drink – after. For the last several years, I 
have worked with Ben’s Bells, a Tucson-
based organization focused on the power 
of intentional kindness. The practice of 
kindness, and it takes practice, comes in 
handy both at work, and as Olivia and I raise 
our two teenagers.

Patrick Stockalper: Three pleasures of life: 
savoring family time, enjoying a good glass 
of cabernet (indulge in the good stuff), and 
being anywhere in Hawaii particularly Kauai.

Lester Tate: Having raised two 
20-somethings and permanently retired 
from youth soccer coaching, I spend most of 
my free time following Georgia Tech football 
(the triumph of hope over experience), 
traveling (particularly to revolutionary isles 
like Ireland and Cuba), and enjoying a little 
barbecue and bourbon (which helps assuage 
the pain of being a Tech football fan), all 
while trying to squeeze in a little indoor 
rowing.

Deborah Tropp: I am a wife and mother to 
two sons and two stepsons. I love to travel, 
paint, and teach. I am a strong believer in the 
benefit of finding balance in our physical, 
spiritual and mental health.

Tom Vertetis: A lefty, New Jerseyan; poor 
golfer, but better father and husband.

Ketia Wick: My hobby and stress relief is 
soccer, which I have played for more than 
30 years and allows me to get my legal 
aggressions out. 

Mark Williams: I enjoy skiing and lake time 
in the Rockies with my wife, Sue, and three 
boys, and chasing after the boys’ high school 
and college sporting events, and then road 
and mountain biking on my own time - but 
preferably not biking too close to the cactus 
hazards of the Tucson bike trails…

ISOB member Dan McLamb 
was honored by the Medical 
Professional Liability (MPL) 

Association’s Industry 
Defender Award. McLamb was 
recognized for his exceptional 
support of the industry. The 
MPL Association represents 

organizations providing 
professional liability coverage 

for physicians, nurses, 
hospitals, clinics, and the wide 
array of medical clinicians and 

facilities.

News of note

Using the ISOB logo
Fellows are encouraged to use the ISOB logo 

on their personal website. Because individuals, 
not firms, are fellows, the logo may only 

be used on a page solely dedicated to the 
individual fellow or to multiple members of  the 

firm who are fellows. The logo may be changed 
in size but not in color or content without the 

society’s written permission. The logo is found 
by logging in to the society’s website, www.

isob.com, and clicking the tab, “Use Our Logo.”

greatly enriched by my membership  
in the  Barristers. I hope that you have 
as well. The challenge, it  seems to me, 
is to make certain that the fellowship 
we enjoy year after year continues 
long into the future. This goal is easier 
said than done. 

At a time when all of us are seemingly 
trying fewer and fewer cases to a jury, 
finding qualified individuals to join 
the Barristers is not easy. The  honest  
reality is that qualified candidates are 
out there in the legal community, but 
we need everyone’s help to identify 
them. Diversity in every sense of the 
word is important and has become 
a  hallmark of the Barristers’ vetting 
process. Our state chairs have done 
a  wonderful  job of spotting and 
recommending qualified candidates. 
But they can’t do all of the heavy lifting 
by themselves. 

We have all been blessed  with 
membership in a wonderful  
organization. I urge you to do your 
part in helping the society grow by 
identifying and nominating qualified  
individuals to join our ranks. For our 
next annual meeting, Maria and I are 
delighted to invite you to our adopted 
state of South Carolina. Southern 
hospitality will be on full display at the 
beautiful Sanctuary at Kiawah Island. 
Kathleen Flynn Peterson is lining 
up an outstanding list of speakers, 
and social activities that will offer 
something for everyone. Springtime 
in South Carolina is nothing short 
of spectacular. I promise it will be 
another delightful, enriching and 
relaxing week. Please mark your 
calendars now and plan to join us 
March 22-28, 2020. I look forward to 
seeing you there.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

continued from page 2
Tucson inductees
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We remember

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.

John W. Carey
March 21, 1937 – Dec. 11, 2018

Michael of  Westport, Connecticut, studied 
at the American Shakespeare Academy in 

Stratford before enrolling in law school. He 
is recognized for his work ranging from civil 
rights cases to medical malpractice and was 

also a theatrical buff, writing with his son 
Jacob a film about Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. Michael is survived by 
his wife, Rosalind, and four grown children.

John of  Minneapolis, Minnesota, had two 
loves in his life: his family and the law. He 
was a trial lawyer for more than 48 years 
and cared deeply about each and every 

client. John was known for his funny story- 
telling, love of  big jewelry and motorcycles.  

He is survived by his wife, Janet, of  53 years 
and three children and grandchildren. 

Michael P. Koskoff
March 19, 1942 - April 24, 2019

Joseph C. Jaudon Jr.
Nov. 27, 1937 – Feb.12, 2019

Joe of  Denver, Colorado, was recognized 
in 2015 by the American Board of  Trial 
Advocates as a Living Legend. He was 

regarded as the model of  what a trial lawyer 
should be by everyone he encountered.  

Joe enjoyed art, music, theatre and scuba 
diving. He is survived by his wife, Tami, four 

children and extended family.

Rudolf G. Schade 
Sept. 26, 1941 - March 20, 2019

Rudy of  Burbank, Illinois, was a high school 
social studies and science teacher before 

deciding to attend law school.   He dedicated 
over a half  a century to his work as a 

defense litigator in Chicago. Rudy is survived 
by three children and six grandchildren. 

Geoffrey L. Gifford
Nov. 26, 1946 – Feb. 9, 2019

Geoff  of  Chicago, Illinois, was a second 
generation attorney and past president of  
the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association. He 

was instrumental in tort reform legislation 
and an active participant in charitable 

and philanthropic organizations. Geoff  is 
survived by his wife, Terri McAuley, son, 

daughter and extended family.

David R. Normann
Nov. 21, 1925 – Oct. 13, 2018

David of  Metairie, Louisiana, served in 
World War II as an officer in the US Army 
Air Corp.  Following law school, he joined 

his father’s law practice and was regarded 
as an authority on maritime law. David is 

survived by his wife, Barbara, his children, 
his grandchildren who gave him his favorite 

title “Ole Buddy” and extended family.

J. Donald Cowan Jr.
Nov. 14, 1943 – April 1, 2019

It is my honor to serve as the ISOB national membership chair.
Our goal is to continue to build our membership with highly 
qualified and diverse trial lawyers. We are seeking lawyers 
who may be in the prime of their careers as well as rising stars 
that share our commitment to civility, professionalism, and 
the highest ethical standards. Above all, the ISOB wants to 
continue to induct great people. This is the secret as to why our 
organization is so unique.

Each of us was inducted into the ISOB because someone took 
the time necessary to nominate us. Please consider doing 

Deadline to nominate new ISOB members Sept. 6

Don of  Raleigh, North Carolina, began his 
legal career as a captain in the U.S. Army 
Office JAG Corps and was known for his 

limitless work capacity and collegiality. He 
was perhaps the only lawyer or judge to 
read every decision handed down by the 
NC Supreme Court and Court of  Appeals 

during his career. He loved music and 
treasured time with his grandchildren, 
who affectionately called him “Poppy.” 

Don is survived by his wife and constant 
companion, Sarah, two children and 

extended family.

Ralph E. Koenig
Oct. 10, 1933 - Dec. 12, 2018

Ralph of  Hopkins, North Dakota, spent 
most of  his legal career representing 

injured railroad employees. He was an avid 
runner and competed in more than 50 

marathons.  Ralph is survived by his wife of  
56 years, Madonna, three children and five 

grandchildren.

Anthony Palumbo
April 24, 1946 – April 16, 2018

Tony of  Phoenix, Arizona, represented 
victims of  wrongful death or injury for more 
than 45 years.  He was an avid Notre Dame 
football and Arizona Diamondbacks fan and 
enjoyed reading, traveling, hiking and golf.  
He is survived by his wife, Anna Marie, two 
sons, grandchildren and extended family.

Martin W. Williams
Aug. 11, 1942 – Sept. 18, 2018

Marty of  Cleveland, Ohio, ran track in high 
school and still holds the family record of  
a 4 minutes 19 second mile.  He enjoyed 
travel, time at the lake, golf, videoing his 

grandchildren, who called him “Packie,” and 
telling stories.  Marty is survived by his wife 
of  54 years, Mary Helen, five children and 

14 grandchildren. 

the same thing for a worthy colleague. If you would like to 
nominate someone for membership please visit www.isob.com 
and click the “NOMINATE” tab. There you will find instructions 
on how to nominate another lawyer for membership as well as 
the nomination and trial list forms. You may also contact me at 
scott@costantinolawfirm.com or (904) 355-3023 and I will be 
happy to assist you with the nomination process.

Thank you for doing your part to help the ISOB maintain its 
place as one of the preeminent trial lawyer organizations.

Scott Costantino

Allen Schulman
Nov. 5, 1947 – Nov. 16, 2018

At the young age of  12, Allen of  Canton, 
Ohio, met then presidential candidate 
for president John F. Kennedy at the 

Columbus airport, which developed Allen’s 
passion for social justice, politics and 

government. Allen’s most treasured legal 
accomplishments were those he achieved on 

behalf  of  his clients. He is survived by his 
wife of  22 years, Christine, daughter, son-in-

law and sister.

Ross H. Sidney
April 18, 1923 – December 2018
Ross of  Des Moines, Iowa, was a graduate 
of  the University of  Iowa School of  Law, 

where he was a member of  the Order of  the 
Coif.  Ross enjoyed his retirement years in 

Sarasota, Florida. 
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International Society of Barristers
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Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu
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Save the dates for the 2020 annual meeting
Kiawah Island
March 22-28, 2020

Please join us March 22-28, 2020, at The Sanctuary 
at Kiawah Island, South Carolina, the site of the 2020 
Annual Meeting. Enjoy the elegance and hospitality 
of this grand seaside golf resort and spa. Outstanding 
speakers, food and entertainment await. We will see 
you there!

P.O. BOx 21320
Durham, NC 27703


